GERMANY: THE POLITICAL PROBLEM
By HANS J, MORGENTHAU

ARUITFUL discussion of the German problem, viewed
from the American point of view, must take for granted
three fundamental facts. The first fact is the natural
position in which the German people find themselves in the
midst of Europe. They are by nature the most populous and the
most disciplined people in Europe, who have at their disposal
the greatest industrial potential on the Continent. In conse-
quence, if nature were allowed to take its course, Germany
would necessarily become the master of Europe, It is this mas-
tery which the other peoples of Europe refuse to accept and
which to prevent they have fought two world wars in one gen-
eration. And even today, as a member of the House of Com-
mons put it recently, the peoples of Europe look at Germany
through the barbed wire of the concentration camp. It is this
contradiction between the natural endowment of die German
people and the political viability of the Continent which, viewed
with European eyes, constitutes the German problem. It is this
contradiction which Clemenceau had in mind with his frank,
cynical, and brutal statement that there are twenty million
Germans too many. That is to say, if Germany were consider-
ably less populous than she actually is, the German problem
would not arise.

The second fact which one must keep in mind in discussing
Ae German problem today is the division of Germany. Ger-
many at present is not one but three, and it can only lead to
confusion when we speak of the integration of Germany into
western Europe, for we do not mean the Germany of the fron-
tiers of 1937, nor do we mean the truncated Germany which
emerged from die Yalta and Potsdam agreements. We mean
only the western zone of Germany. It is worth mentioning that
what we call tbe eastern zone is geographically, politically, and
militarily not the eastern zone at all but the central zone. The
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